
 

 

CLASSIC TELEVISION OF YESTERYEAR 

“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility. It's easy to say "It's not my child, not my 

community, not my world, not my problem." Then there are those who see the need and respond. I 

consider those people my heroes.”  ~Fred Rogers 

 

Dear Members of our School Community, 

I must admit that I am glad that my children are now grown and that I no longer need to monitor their 

television viewing.  Truthfully, trying to stay mindful of age-appropriate shows when they were young 

was just exhausting.  There is little question that our children today are bombarded with inappropriate 

language and adult-themed messages in popular culture. Our school needs to be a safe haven from these 

outside forces that are pushing them to grow-up far faster than when we were children. When we were 

kids, prime-time television was a safe time for families to watch the screen together, free from sexual, 

alcohol and drug innuendo and foul language. Today, in contrast, it seems almost impossible to protect 

our children from these influences. 

When I was growing up, even as I graduated from kid shows, the regular television shows of the era 

portrayed warm loving families. I remember watching the Donna Reed Show as a kid and thinking I had 

better work hard in school if I wanted to become a family doctor like Dr. Stone. I even remember my 

own parents’ amusement when I advised them how June and Ward Cleaver from Leave it to Beaver would 

have handled my own misbehavior. When I compare the family role models of yesteryear with today’s 

substitutes, I feel sad for our children. Who today would not cherish a loving Aunt Bee, as in the Andy 

Griffith Show, a Jim Anderson, as in Father Knows Best, or a loving Uncle Bill, as in Family Affair?  Prime-

time television often provided an idealized framework of family values within a loving family…where 

kids and parents did not fight in an ugly manner or curse when angry. Was it realistic? Maybe not, but it 

also gave us something to strive towards.   

Instead of realism, we suspended belief, yet still we trusted what we brought into our homes on the 

small screen. Today, even during family viewing times, too much of what our children see is off-color 

and irresponsible self-centered behavior. I suggest taking the time to find alternatives. There still are 

channels that offer classics such as the The Waltons, Little House on the Prairie, and Highway to Heaven. 

Hopefully, sharing family-centered television will provide you all with wonderful family memories for 

years to come.   

With warmest regards,  

Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S !  

G a r d e n  C i t y  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  h a s  b e e n  r e d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a n  

E s s e n t i a l  E l e m e n t s :  S c h o o l  t o  W a t c h  

 Dr. David Payton and Brian Sherman from the New  York State Education 

Department, New York State Middle School Association, and the National Fo-

rum to Accelerate Middle Grades Reform’s School to Watch Recognition Program 

attended The Garden City Board of Education Meeting on February 28, 2017,  

for the Board’s recognition of the Middle School’s re-designation as a School to 

Watch.  Several Middle School faculty members attended the evening’s event to 

show their excitement and appreciation.  All of them felt honored by the recog-

nition they received from the Board.    

 Read the full report here: Schools to Watch. 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib8/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/1083/GCMS_Site_Visit_Report_2016.pdf


I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

APRIL 
April 3 

End of Quarter 3 

 

April 4 

Board of  Ed Mtg. 

Budget/Work Session 

8:15 PM@ HS  

 

April 5 

SEPT General Membership 

7:30 PM @HS 

 

April 6 

Spring Concert I (Band) 

7:00 PM@HS 

 

April 10-14  

Spring Recess 

School Closed 

 

April 17 

School Re-opens 

 

April 20 

Board of Ed Mtg. 

BOCES Budget Vote and 

Election 

Tenure Reception 

8:15 PM @HS 

 

April 21 

PTA Deadline 

School Supplies Orders 

 

April 22 

GCTA Race for a Cure 

 

April 24 

HS/MS PTA 

Reflections Awards 

7PM@HS 

 

April 27 

SEPTA Mtg. 

7:30 PM@HS 

 

MUSIC LESSONS/ REHEARSALS 

 A great deal of the success of the music program is the result of students 

having the opportunity to work in small groups with a music teacher.  This element 

of the music program allows the teacher to address individual problems common to 

beginning musicianship, such as adolescent vocal development, or specific issues with 

different instruments, which cannot be addressed in the context of the large music 

classroom setting.   

Please be aware of the following information regarding lessons: 

 Although classroom teachers are given lesson schedules, on the day of a  lesson (or the day before if 

possible) the student should inform the teacher that he/she will be attending a lesson so that 

the classroom teacher can take accurate attendance and so that the student can get any assignments. 

 If the student has a test or quiz the student should remain in class.  In the case of short 

quizzes, the student should take the quiz and report to the lesson afterward. 

 It is the responsibility of the student to apprise him/herself of the material covered in 

the class he/she misses and to complete the homework assignments for that class. 

TEST/PROJECT RE-TAKE POLICY 

 By implementing report card floor grades, and allowing extra effort to raise failing classroom 

exam/project grades, we provide students with reasonable expectations for success regardless of past 

failure.  In addition, we increase accountability by expecting students to put in extra effort to raise a 

failing grade.  It is important to note that the test/project re-take policy is a safety net and is not in-

tended to be used as a regular practice by a student.  Grade 6 students  (only) will be limited to 

two re-take opportunities per class per quarter.  As noted in each department’s policy, a retak-

en test/project grade will not be raised above a grade of 65.  

STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL CONCERTS 

 Students participating in school concerts will have homework postponed for one day.  When 

reasonably possible, teachers will not schedule an exam/quiz the day after a school concert.  It is the 

student’s responsibility to let the teacher know (at least one day) in advance if he or she will not be tak-

ing an exam the day after a concert.  There will be one, teacher-determined make-up date for the 

postponed test.  The student should not miss class time to make up a missed test. 

COMMON CORE ASSESSMENTS 

          Students in grades 6,7,8 will be taking the Common Core Math Assessments in May. 

Students should be prepared with several sharpened no. 2 pencils and a calculator for the 

New York State Math Assessment 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB  

 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web pages. If your child is ill for more 

than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class work must be made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use 

the web for homework assignments or have your child contact a classmate for absences of three days or less. In the instance of 

any absence, parents and students should NOT email teachers directly to gather assignments. This request can 

only be made through the guidance office.  

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES  

Students will be assigned a lunch detention (20 minutes) upon their third unexcused  

lateness to school within a marking quarter. Detention will be served the same day as the third lateness to 

school. Please make every effort to arrive to school on time. Remember, lateness to school disrupts your 

child’s education and the education of other children. The telephone number to report absences and late-

ness is 478-3009.   You can reach the number at any time; the machine is always on. Education Law 

permits an excused absence or tardiness for the following reasons  only: sickness or death 

in family, impassable roads or weather, religious observance, school-supervised trips, and 

required presence in court. Absence or tardiness for any other reason is considered unexcused. Parents are request-

ed to advise the school of a child’s absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 a.m. The school will telephone the 

homes of any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child early from school, please sign him or her out from the 

attendance office which is located next to the nurse’s office.  

ILLEGAL ABSENCES  

 Please do NOT request your child’s work from teachers prior to an illegal absence. Upon his or her return to school, it is 

the student’s responsibility to gather assignments from the teacher and to make up assignments. In addition, make-

up exams will not be given for illegal absences.  Absences for extending family vacations are illegal under New York 

State law. Legal (“Excused”) absences includes illness of the child or immediate family member (family emergency), religious ob-

servance, inclement weather, or a school visit.   A floor grade of “55” will be entered for quizzes/exams/projects missed due to  

“unexcused” (illegal) absence. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES  

 All electronic devices, including cell phones and all types of cameras, should not be used on school grounds 

(including school buses) and should be kept in the student’s locked locker throughout the regular school day. Devices on school 

grounds may only be used with a teacher's permission. Using an electronic device on school grounds may result in the device being 

confiscated and held by an administrator.  Habitual offenders may be prohibited from bringing electronic devices to school by the 

administration.  

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 

 We hold all students to the highest standards of academic integrity. Cheating and 

plagiarism, the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing it off as one's own, are 

not acceptable conduct.  Consequences for academic misconduct will be imposed to demonstrate 

to the student the importance of academic integrity. Consequences may include detention, in-

school suspension, or out-of-school suspension.    



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

    THE NEW YORK STATE GRADE 8 INTERMEDIATE LEVEL SCIENCE TEST 

 

Grade 8 Science Performance Test: May 24, 2017 Grade 8 Science Written Test: June 5, 2017 

 

          Students enrolled in Science 8 course will be taking the New York State Grade 8 Intermediate Level Science Test, which assess-

es the level of mastery students have achieved in science between grades 5 and 8. The test includes two parts taken over two different 

days. The first part of the test, Grade 8 Science Performance Test, will be administered on Wednesday, May 24, 2017. The second 

part, Grade 8 Science Written Test, will be administered on Monday, June 5, 2017. 

          The Performance Test will assess students’ lab skills and concept application. It consists of hands-on tasks set up at three sta-

tions. Students will be given step-by-step instructions and questions to answer as they work at each station. They will have 15 minutes 

to complete the tasks at each of the three stations. Students need to bring pens and pencils for the test; everything else will be provid-

ed. 

          The Science Written Test will assess students’ content knowledge and application. It includes multiple choice, short answer 

questions, and extended written responses in which students will be asked to interpret charts, draw graphs and diagrams and apply 

their knowledge and skills to real-world situations. Students need to bring pens, pencils and a non-graphing calculator for the test. 

They have two hours to complete the test. 

 

Click her for more information.  FAQ about the test. 

 

   PHYSICAL SETTING: EARTH SCIENCE REGENTS EXAMINATION 

 

 Earth Science Regents Performance Test: May 31, 2017 Earth Science Regents Written Test: June 15, 2017 

 

         Students enrolled in the Earth Science course will be taking the Earth Science Regents examination. The test has two parts that 

are administered on two separate dates: the Laboratory Performance Test (Wednesday, May 31, 2017) and the Written Test 

(Thursday, June 15, 2017). The Laboratory Performance Test includes a number of hands-on tasks to be completed at separate sta-

tions. The Written Test includes multiple-choice questions and constructed-response questions. Students should bring a non-graphing 

calculator, pens, pencils and a ruler to the test. The Earth Science Reference Tables will be provided during the exam. Students will 

have three hours to complete the exam. 

         If a student misses the Laboratory Performance Part of the test (and we offer make-up dates) the student will get 0 points for this 

part of the test but he/she will be allowed to take the Written Part. If a student misses the Written Part of the test (for any reason), 

he/she cannot get the credit for the course. Missing the test as a result of an unexcused absence will negatively affect the student’s 

grade for the year. There is no make-up for the Written Part of the test in June. The final grade for the course as well as the grade for 

the Earth Science Regents examination are recorded on the high school transcript and are counted into the student’s grade point aver-

age (GPA), which is then provided to colleges. 

       To better prepare students for the Earth Science Regents examinations, Garden City Middle School will offer three after school 

review sessions.  These classes are not mandatory. Students do not need to register and can attend one, two, or all three of the ses-

sions.  Different parts of the curriculum will be reviewed at each.  Students should report directly to the Middle School Auditorium 

on the following dates and times: Thursday, May 25, Thursday, June 1 and Thursday, June 8 from 3:30 to 5:30 pm.  

 

Click here for more information.  FAQ about the test. 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=7696
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/7428


I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

     

WORLD LANGUAGE EXAM DATES 

MAY 8, 9, 11, 12, 15  8th GRADE FLACS SPEAKING TESTING  

JUNE 1 and 2  6th GRADE - LISTENING  

JUNE 6 and 7  6th GRADE- MULTIPLE CHOICE AND WRITING 

MAY 31, JUNE 1, 2  7th GRADE SPEAKING 

JUNE 5  7th GRADE LISTENING 

JUNE 6  7th GRADE READING  

JUNE 7  7th GRADE GRAMMAR 

JUNE 9  7th GRADE WRITING 

JUNE 12  6th and 7th GRADE MAKE-UPS 

JUNE 19  8th GRADE FINAL EXAMS 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

 

        As indicated in the Parent Handbook, all eighth-grade, World Language students are required to take the FLACS 

Checkpoint A Exam in either German, Italian, or Spanish in June.   The student must pass both the course and the FLACS 

exam in order to receive one (1) high school credit.   Since there is no make-up for the FLACS exam, it is imperative that 

your child be present for the exam which will be administered on Monday, June 19, 2017.   Please note: As these 

courses provide students with one (1) high school credit, the final 8th grade average and credit will appear on the stu-

dent’s high school transcript, and it will be included in the calculation of the student’s high school grade point average 

(GPA).   

        Should you have any questions, you may call Mrs. Weiner, eighth  grade Guidance Counselor or Mr. Giacalone,     

6-12 World Languages Coordinator (478-2087). 

  

Thank you, 

Peter J. Giacalone 

6-12 World Languages Coordinator 



 
Order your child's  

September school supplies today!  

 

Save time and money with quality products.  

Each order is teacher approved and  

custom packed for your child's classroom.   

 

Order online through April 21, 2017  

 

Online ordering instructions:  

GOTO: https://www.educationalproducts.com/ShopPacks/   

Enter School ID: GAR054   

Order for the grade your child will start in September 2017   

 

PICK UP:  Saturday, June 3, 2017. 

LOCATION:  Garden City Middle School Cafeteria  

TIME: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PTA is proud to sponsor 4th Annual Family Bingo Bash!   

 

Our events are free, and all Middle School families are  

welcome to attend.    

Please check your email for sign-up notices throughout the year. 

 

https://www.educationalproducts.com/ShopPacks/


SEPTA GENERAL MEMBER SHIP MEETING  

 Thursday, April 27, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.  

Garden City High School Library  

 Guest speaker, Laura Pace, Wellness Specialist and Health Educator  

Topics to be discussed: gluten-free diets, allergen-free diets, whole-food Nutrition,       

neurological reorganization and movement-based learning.   

Bring your questions!  

  

 VOCATIONAL INDEPENDE NCE PROGRAM 

 SPRING 2017 OPEN HO USE  

Saturday, April 22, 2017 at 10 a.m.  

New York Institute of Technology NYIT-Central Islip (Student Activity Center)   

Vocational Independence Program (VIP)  

300 Carleton Avenue Central Islip, New York 11722  

VIP is a three-year, college-based, residential postsecondary transition program for       

students with learning differences, ADD/ADHD,  and diagnoses on the autism          

spectrum.  For more information visit http://www.nyit.edu/vip.  

  

 SPECIAL NEEDS LONG ISLAND EXPO   

Sunday, April 23, 2017  from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Long Island Hilton 598 Broad Hollow Road, Melville, NY  

Visit http://www.specialneedsexpos.com for details.  

   

Be sure to visit www.gcsepta.org to find out about some of our upcoming social events!  

  

REMEMBER!  SUPPORT EVERYONE! JOIN SEPTA!  

  

http://www.gcsepta.org


C h a r a c t e r  
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CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS! 

Garden City Middle School launched two new initiatives this year with its “Kindness Counts” and 

“Student of the Month” award presentations. The “Student of the Month” award is presented to one student per 

academic team (grades 6,7,8) each month for outstanding work, dedication, and achievement.  This award is 

for students who stand out amongst their peers. Students may be nominated for academic achievements, show-

ing great improvement, hard work, and/or helping a peer, etc. Students are nominated for the “Kindness 

Counts” award when they are caught in the act of committing a random act of kindness.  

Below are the recipients for the month of February. 

 

    STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

      KINDNESS COUNTS RECIPIENTS 

 

Maria Trimboli 
Sara Aquino 

Alexander  Neuhedel  
 Lauren Blum 

Emma Sutcliffe 
Maya Batra 

Sophia French 
Colin Bily 

Ethan Meringolo 
Kyle Galanti 
Aidan Byrne 
Kathryn  Bily 
Brendan Ryan 
Grayson Gardi 

Matthew Samaan 
Joseph Ottomanelli 

Timothy Krieg 

Patrick Bohn 
Kaitlyn Fuoco 
Nancy Gannon 

Mary Grlic 
Matthew Guida 

Alexandra Hopkins 
Patrick McDonald 

Samantha Mejia 
Kevin Roberti 

Stephanie Russo 
Brendan Ryan 
Jake Watson 

Kerin Debany 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

GC CARES COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM  

 Garden City Middle School is thrilled to announce the start of this year's GC Cares Community Service Program.  Each year, 

we challenge every student to participate in service and leadership within the Middle School and surrounding community.  Three lev-

els of service will receive recognition (Minimum of 10 Hours).  Log hours are due by Pay It Forward Day which is Friday, 

April 28, 2017.  We are asking for parents to ensure that their own child’s service activity is safe, appropriate and meets the criteria. 

 Middle School activities may include:  garden work in the courtyard, assist with special events, participation in school fund-

raisers and charity events, morning greeter, and Home Base community projects. 

 Community activities may include:  Charity events, shovel snow for a neighbor, rake leaves for a neighbor, charity walk-a-

thons, free tutoring, and service events with your place of worship. 

 Together, we look forward to making 2016-2017 special for our community. Garden City Middle School offers our stu-

dents opportunities to provide service and leadership both within our middle school community and our surrounding         

community.   

10 hours = BRONZE LEVEL 

15 hours = SILVER LEVEL 

20 hours = GOLD LEVEL    

In recognition of each student’s participation in the program, certificates and school newsletter acknowledgement will be given at the end of the year. 

 

JOIN US FOR FAMILY BINGO NIGHT! 

 What better way for the family to kick off the weekend then to attend the  4th Annual Family Bingo Bash! The 

BINGO Bash will be held on Friday, March 31, from 7:00 p.m. to 9: 00 p.m.  Pizza will be served and prizes will be 

awarded to BINGO winners and those who correctly answer trivia questions.  This event is free and is open to all Garden 

City Middle School families.  Since this is a family event, students must be accompanied by a parent.   

 A sign up genius invite will be coming your way soon.  Space is limited so don’t delay your RSVP.  The event is co-

sponsored by the Garden City Community Coalition and the Garden City PTA .   

CONGRATULATIONS TO AUSTIN CROUCHLEY AND IAN BAILEY! 
 Congratulations to Austin Crouchley and Ian Bailey, Garden City Middle School students, who earned second 

place awards in the 2017 Long Island Science and Engineering Fair (LISEF) on Thursday March 23.   Austin designed and 

built a photovoltaic hydro-powered tracking mechanism that rotates a solar module from east to west to improve the effi-

ciency of renewable energy. Ian discovered edible biopreservatives that slowed down the fungi growth on raspberries and 

increased their shelf life.  In addition, Austin and Ian are among the selected group of top Long Island students who are 

invited to participate in Broadcom MASTERS (Math, Applied Science, Technology and Engineering Rising Stars), the 

premier science and engineering competition for middle school students sponsored by the Society for Science and the 

Public. 



A CARNEVALE, OGNI SCHERZO VALE! 

 On February 28, students in Signora Caruthers’ and Signora Miras’ seventh grade Italian classes celebrated          

Carnevale, the pre-Lenten traditional celebration in Italy.  The word Carnevale literally means “farewell to meat” from the 

Latin carnem levare. Carnevale is celebrated all throughout Italy; however, the city of Venezia is known to have more unique 

and elaborate celebrations that are world famous.  The Carnival of Venice dates back over 900 years and today’s theme 

focuses on the grandeur of 17th and 18th century Renaissance as well as characters from the commedia dell’arte.  The commedia 

dell’arte is the famous comic form of street theater that developed 

in Italy in the 15th century.  The actors wore colorful costumes 

and would travel from town to town performing in the town 

square.  Nowadays in Venice, people walk around in elegant cos-

tumes and opulent masks to emulate this time period, which cre-

ates a magical ambience.   

 In the seventh grade Italian classes, the students decorat-

ed their own masks at home and celebrated Carnevale with a festa 

in class.  Students contributed with homemade baked goods and 

other delicious treats.  Feel free to visit the display case, and see 

all of their lovely work! 

w o r l d  l a n g u a g e   

d e pa r t m e n t  

READER’S THEATER IN THE WORLD LANGUAGE CLASSROOM 

                       This is the second year that Señora Porter has incorporated a Reader’s Theater into her eighth grade Spanish classroom.  

This is a highly motivational technique to differentiate instruction and to help all students learn and review vocabulary and verbs. In 

addition, it allows for multiple ways of understanding the Spanish language. The students love the chance to perform with masks and 

props  in front of their peers while working on fluency and comprehension, deciphering context clues, and writing in Spanish. Stu-

dents work in groups after the performance to answer questions which check their comprehension of the story. 

              To date, the students have performed in La Caperucita Roja”(Little Red Riding Hood), Los Tres Osos (The Three Bears), and they 

were excited to find out that the next Reader’s Theater, La Cenicienta (Cinderella), will help them learn the vocabulary related  to do-

ing chores. Señora Porter has written a modern version of this fairy tale with a “twist” for the students’ next unit on the house and 

home. 



w o r l d  l a n g u a g e   

d e pa r t m e n t  

NO-EXCUSE WORDS         

 What are “No-Excuse Words”?  They are academic vocabulary that all students 

should know, understand, and be able to use accurately in their speaking and writing.  

 What is the goal? One of the ongoing district goals is to ensure that students master 

knowing, understanding, and using “No-Excuse Words” for their respective grades by the end of 

the year. Ultimately, the goal is for all students to master these words by the time they graduate 

from Garden City High School.  

 Students are surrounded by “No-Excuse Words” everyday in all their classes.  Each class-

room displays this vocabulary on a word-wall so that these terms are readily available for viewing 

and usage.  These high-frequency words are used by the 

teachers, as well as the students, whenever applicable. 

 

 

 Parole di “Nessuna Scusa” Italian 

“Keine Ausrede” Wörter German 

Palabras de “Ninguna Excusa” Spanish 

 

 The “No-Excuse Words” are also displayed in sev-

eral languages, such as German, Italian, and Spanish,   in 

the World Language classrooms.  The foreign language 

teachers, as well as the students, apply these vocabulary 

words in their respective language throughout the day in 

class.   

SPEED QUESTIONING 

In Ms. Curcio’s and Mrs. Scarola’s Spanish 8 classes, students participated in a “speed-dating” style speaking ac-

tivity where they practiced asking and answering questions with various partners.  This activity served as a review for the 

students’ speaking portion of their shopping unit exam.   

This speaking assignment required the students’ desks to be rearranged so they were facing each other. At the 

ding of the bell, the questioning began.  One student asked a 

question while his or her partner answered.  After approxi-

mately thirty seconds, another bell rang and it was time for 

the students to move onto their next question.   

All students in the classes got a chance to ask and an-

swer different questions.  These questions were taken from 

the unit that they were studying, the shopping unit.  It was a 

great way to peer-edit previously covered material and a fun 

approach to get students excited and moving throughout the 

period.   



w o r l d  l a n g u a g e   

d e pa r t m e n t  

ITALIAN STUDENTS TAKE A GUIDED IMAGERY TOUR TO ROME!  

 Professoressa Miras planned a little trip to Rome for her seventh 

grade Italian class; however, the students did not leave the classroom! Stu-

dents were instructed to close their eyes and allow the words of their 

teacher, along with their imaginations, to take them on a journey.  Before 

beginning the activity one student commented, “I’ve never been out of the 

country before!”  

 One of the aims of the activity was to acquaint the students with 

various expressions using the verb to have, avere. Their journey started 

with them being in a hurry, avere fretta, in order to catch their flight. The 

trip continued with different events along the way; for example, they are 

tired during the flight (avere sonno), hot in the streets of Rome (avere caldo), 

and correct when navigating back to the hotel (avere ragione).  Professoressa 

Miras utilized different props and soundbites during certain points in the 

story to heighten the students’ awareness. While in flight, students listened to music by Jovanotti, and when trying to cool off from 

the oppressive Roman heat, students were sprayed with water.  

 Professoressa Miras enjoys making the process of learning Italian an experience for her students, and she uses different ways 

to engage them in the language and culture.   

FIND THE MISSING PIECE. LEARN A LANGUAGE. 

  Seventh grade World Language and English as a New Language students at Garden City Middle School executed a pro-

ject to commemorate the theme for this year’s National Foreign Language Week. Students explored famous quotes that relate to 

the importance of learning a world language. In addition, students were invited to create their own quote that effectively demon-

strates the value and power of world languages.  

  Artistic puzzle pieces were created in celebration of Foreign Language Week (March 5-13), as declared by the Honorable 

Andrew Cuomo, New York’s Governor, to highlight the importance of learning a foreign language. The puzzle pieces extol the 

benefits of language learning including empowerment and greater perspective. In expressing their appreciation for languages, stu-

dents gained greater awareness of the interconnectedness of world languages and cultures as a result of globalization.       

                     

“You can never understand one language until you understand at least two." Geoffrey Willans 

 ❝To have another language is to possess a second soul.❞ Charlemagne 



w o r l d  l a n g u a g e   

d e pa r t m e n t  

EIGHTH GRADE WORLD LANGUAGE STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL EXAMS 

 Students in Signora Caruthers’ and Signora Miras’ eighth grade classes participated in 

the National Italian Exam that is sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of Italian 

(AATI). On March 23, 2017 the exam was administered online to students through 

the Quia Corporation. The AATI National Italian Exam assesses language learning, evaluates 

the effectiveness of Italian curricula, increases knowledge of the Italian culture and geography, 

and rewards excellence in Italian. AATI provides national and state monetary prizes and National Honorable Mention Certificates 

to students who place on the exam. The students worked diligently to prepare for this exam. Their participation reflects their hard 

work and dedication. In bocca al lupo to all of the participants! 

 Eighth grade Spanish language students in Señorita Curcio’s, Señora Linardos’, Señora Porter’s, 

and Señora Scarola’s classes were invited to participate in the National Spanish Examination (NSE) that was administered online 

through the Quia Corporation on March 20, 21, and 22, 2017. The NSE is sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of 

Spanish and Portuguese. The purpose of the exam is to recognize achievement in the study of the Spanish language, to promote 

proficiency in interpretive communication in the Spanish language, to assess the national standards as they pertain to learning Span-

ish, and to stimulate further interest in the teaching and learning of Spanish. Students can attain national recognition and prizes for 

excellence on the NSE. ¡Buena Suerte! 

 The eighth grade German students in Frau Galvez’s classes have been invited to take the 2017 National German Examina-

tion that is sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of German (AATG) in April. The exam will be administered in an 

online format through the Quia Corporation and will provide an additional opportunity for our German students to practice their 

German language skills and to discover a measure of their language proficiency. German students can earn national recognition and 

prizes for their achievements in German with the National German Exam. Viel Glück, Studenten!  

GERMAN PEN PALS!  

 Frau Galvez’s eighth grade German students have been writing to pen pals in Germany since November of last year.  Their 

pen pals are eighth grade German students who attend a German “Gymnasium” or high school in Osterburken, Germany, a town 

about 70 miles east of Heidelberg.  Garden City Middle School students write to their German pen pals in German, and the German 

pen pals write back in English. Recently, one of the pen pals came to 

our school for a visit, and our students were able to ask questions and 

find out about life as a teen in Germany from an authentic source.  It 

was quite an exciting event for our students!  Having a pen pal in a  

different country enables one to see the world through another per-

son’s eyes and learn about a different culture beyond the classroom.  

Through this experience, our eighth graders have been able to gain new 

perspectives and develop friendships which will last for years to come. 

Students from Frau Galvez’s period 2 German class were so 

happy to receive their pen pal letters! 



w o r l d  l a n g u a g e   

d e pa r t m e n t  

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL GERMAN STUDENTS COMPETE IN SPRACHFEST! 

 Congratulations to Frau Galvez’s sixth, seventh, and eighth  grade German students who participated in SPRACHFEST at 

Hauppauge High School on Saturday, March 18.  Garden City Middle School swept the competition in the categories of geography, 

vocabulary, culture, numbers, baking, and poetry as well as musical and dramatic performances in German. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING 8TH GRADE WINNERS: 

Emily Kerimian, Deanna Turner and Hailey Olshefsky – 1st place, Hänsel and Gretel skit 

Hailey Olshefsky, Grace Asher, Ryan Murphy, Quinn Sullivan, Nate Lau, Hugh Keenan, Victoria Ernst, Sophie Read and Ryan Padala 

– 1st place, Instrumental Music 

Kathleen Adams, Victoria Ernst, Julie Murphy and Ryan Padala – 1st place, Culture Bowl 

Julienne King, Fiona Pfaff, Emily Kerimian and Deanna Turner – 1st place, Scrabble competition 

Kathleen Adams, Logan Morrison, Nick Ragas and Sophia Soberon-1st place, Vocal Music 

Quinn Sullivan – 1st place, Number Bee 

Rebecca Melkonian – 1st place, Poster Contest 

Logan Morrison – 2nd place, Geography Bee 

Caroline Egan and Julienne King – 3nd place, Baking Contest (Gugelhupf cake) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING 7TH GRADER WINNERS: 

Molly Dougherty joined by 6th graders Tara Kerimian, Faith Short and Isabelle Soberon – 1st place, Three Little Pigs skit 

Molly Dougherty – 1st place, Baking Contest (Apfelkuchen) 

Ryan Glenn – 1st place, Geography Bee 

Leila Donner and Emily Pogozelski – 2nd place, poetry recitation 

Aidan Metz and Niall Cowie – 2nd place, vocal music  

Aidan Metz- 2nd place, Vocabulary Bee 

Lauren Blum and Avery Hearon – 3rd place, Vocal Music 

George Gaspari – 3rd place, Number Bee 

Julia Jushchenko – 3rd place, Video Contest -- and WINNER of the Sprachfest t-shirt design contest.  We will see her great design on 

next year’s t-shirt! 

 

        CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING SIXTH 

GRADE WINNERS WHO PERFORMED THE   

KLEIDER SONG:   

Melissa Bass, Jacque Bass, Kevin Blum, Kelly Deutsch, Eric Hart-

mann, Tara Kerimian, Steve Lewis, Lauren Persaud, Faith Short, 

Isabelle Soberon  and Emily Trocchia.  And special thanks to eighth 

grader Ryan Padala for his guest appearance in their song! 

        Congratulations to Frau Galvez and to all of the Sprachfest  

participants on a job that was, in a word – “fantastisch”! 



w o r l d  l a n g u a g e   

d e pa r t m e n t  

SECOND LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY GIVES THE JOB-SEEKER A TRUE ADVANTAGE 

 Professionals who know other languages are called on to travel and exchange information with people in the United States 

and other countries throughout their careers. Nurses, doctors, police of-

ficers, hotel managers, journalists may need to speak more than one lan-

guage to do their job well. Knowing more than one language enhances 

opportunities in government, business, law, medicine and health care, 

teaching, technology, the military, communications, industry, social ser-

vice, and marketing. Knowledge of a second language in our global econo-

my is a vital and critical component of any job seeker’s employment. 

Many corporations and businesses do work with other countries or have 

locations across the globe. They need multilingual workers who can un-

derstand other cultures. Employers will see them as a bridge to new cli-

ents or customers, as multilingual employees are more likely to win the 

trust and friendship of people whose languages they know! Nelson Mandela said, ❝If you talk to a man in a language he understands, 

that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.❞  Regardless of the chosen career, second language pro-

ficiency gives the job-seeker a true advantage.  

 After completing a unit on Professions/Jobs/Careers in the target language, students in Sra. Linardos’ seventh grade clas-

ses prepared a presentation outlining what career most interests them and why they would like to be a part of that profession in 

the future. They discussed the functional significance of foreign language in careers. Students researched the newspaper and Inter-

net to discover which jobs most require knowledge of a language other than English. They presented their interests and discoveries 

to their classmates while dressed in the attire of the chosen profession. Based on the evidence, these students are our future law-

yers, doctors, teachers, surgeons, professional athletes, dancers, singers, veterinarians and reporters. Students kept a record of 

their classmates’ presentations so they may check back in the future to confirm whether their classmates did indeed become the 

professional they discussed in Spanish class! 

ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE  

DESIGN-A-CARD CONTEST WINNER 

                        Congratulations to Leia Immanuel a  seventh  grade student in Señora Porter’s class. She was one of ten 

winners in the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese Design-A-Card Competition. Stu-

dents from grades K-12 were asked to design a notecard using an original Hispanic theme with artistic merit. Her de-

sign will be featured on one of ten notecards which will be sold to help support the Long Island National Spanish Exam-

ination Scholarship Fund. Her award will be presented at the Entrega Ceremony on June 8 at Great Neck South High 

School. (Felicidades) Congratulations for a job well done Leia!   



I N  &  A RO U N D  

G C M S  

MRS. BIONDI’S ART CORNER  

 On behalf of the Fine Arts Department at Garden City Middle School we would like to inform you that sixteen of our 

seventh grade students have been selected to showcase their artwork at an upcoming Garden City Historical Society’s Art   

Exhibition.  

 The annual art exhibit is part of a 12th Annual Children’s Juried Art Contest, “Historic Structures in Garden City.” 

Artwork was inspired by the cultural and community life of Garden City.  

 By participating in this annual art contest students were allowed to respectfully appreciate their community through 

art. Artwork was created in Mrs. Biondi’s and Mr. Fediw’s seventh grade art classes, we are very proud of the hard work and 

talent of our Middle School students. 

 Four of our Middle School students will receive certificate awards and prizes for their placement in this contest. 
 

   1st Place Winner– Daniel Vazquez – Grade 7 (Mrs. Biondi’s Class) 

   2nd Place Winner– Sophia Papaioannou– Grade 7 (Mrs. Biondi’s Class) 

   Honorable Mention – Elle Brandewiede– Grade 7 (Mrs. Biondi’s Class) 

   Honorable Mention– Zoe Zung – Grade 7 (Mr. Fediw’s Class) 
 

 An artist's reception will be hosted by the Society for the participants and their families on Sunday, April 2, from 1:00 

p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Garden City Historical Society Museum located on 109 Eleventh Street in Garden City. Artwork will 

also be on display at the museum from April 2-to April 6. 

 Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to attending this wonderful art exhibit! 

Springtime Mini Cheesecakes 

 
  

Ingredients  

 1 cup graham cracker crumbs  

 3/4 cup plus 2 Tbsp. sugar, divided  

 3 Tbsp. butter or margarine, melted  

 3 pkg. (8 oz. each) PHILADELPHIA Cream 

Cheese, softened  

 1 tsp. vanilla  

 3 eggs  

 1 cup plus 2 Tbsp. BAKER'S ANGEL FLAKE 

Coconut, toasted  

 54 speckled malted milk eggs (about 9 oz.) 

Directions 

 Heat oven to 325°F.  

 Mix graham crumbs, 2 Tbsp. sugar and butter; 

press onto bottoms of 18 paper-lined muffin 

cups.  

 Beat cream cheese, vanilla and remaining sugar 

with mixer until blended. Add eggs, 1 at a time, 

mixing on low speed after each just until 

blended. Spoon over crusts.  

 Bake 25 to 30 min. or until centers are almost 

set. Cool completely. Refrigerate 2 hours.  

 Top each cheesecake with 1 Tbsp. coconut; 

shape to resemble bird's nest. Fill with malted 

milk eggs. 

 

From: http://www.kraftrecipes.com/recipes 



I N  &  A RO U N D  

G C M S  

MATHEMATICAL OLYMPIADS FOR ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOLS (MOEMS) 

 The fifth and final meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on       
Tuesday, March  7, 2017.  Our school score (total of the top 10) for our 6th Grade Olympians was 42 of a possible 50.  

Three students had perfect scores of five correct. 

Alex Colletti, Victoria Liu, and Sophia Wang 

Six students had four correct. 

Matteo Bommarito, John Byrne, Matthew Guida,  

Dylan Pughe, Miles Rust, and Shelley Wang 

C U M U L A T I V E  T O T A L S  

 The total school score (top 10 scorers) after all five meets is 204 points (of a possible 250).  Listed here are the scores 
for the students who have the highest cumulative scores: 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Alex Colletti and Sophia Wang – (tie) 1st place 

Shelley Wang –2nd place 

Ana Bucevic, Matthew Guida, Louis Rivera, and Faith Short – (tie) 3rd place 

Cong ratulat ions  to  a l l  Math  Olympians ! !  

NAME TEACHER MEET MEET 2 MEET 3 MEET 4 MEET 5 TOTAL 

  

Alex Colletti 

  

Nardone 3 5 4 5 5 22 

Sophia Wang Orrego 5 4 3 5 5 22 

Shelley Wang Drogin 5 4 2 4 4 19 

Ana Bucevic Orrego 4 4 2 3 3 16 

Matthew Guida Hakes 2 5 2 3 4 16 

Louis Rivera Orrego 5 3 2 3 3 16 

Faith Short Drogin 5 3 1 5 2 16 

Bryan Boccafola Orrego 4 3 0 5 3 15 

Dylan Pughe Nardone 2 3 3 3 4 15 

Annemarie Costello Nardone 3 4 1 3 3 14 

Isabelle Soberon Nardone 4 3 1 3 3 14 



GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

h t t p : / / w w w . g a r d e n c i t y . k 1 2 . n y . u s / g c m s l i b r a r y   

The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m. 

 

ALCATRAZ VERSUS THE EVIL LIBRARIANS 
By Brandon Sanderson 
 
A hero with an incredible talent...for breaking things. A life-or-death 

mission...to rescue a bag of sand. A fearsome threat from a powerful 

secret network...the evil Librarians.  

 

Alcatraz Smedry doesn't seem destined for anything but disaster. On 

his 13th birthday he receives a bag of sand, which is quickly stolen by 

the cult of evil Librarians plotting to take over the world. The sand 

will give the Librarians the edge they need to achieve world domina-

tion. Alcatraz must stop them...by infiltrating the local library, 

armed with nothing but eyeglasses and a talent for klutziness. 

 

POWERLESS 
By Matthew Cody 
 
Daniel, the new kid in town, soon learns the truth about his nice—

but odd—new friends: one can fly, another can turn invisible, yet 

another controls electricity. Incredible. The superkids use their pow-

ers to secretly do good in the town, but they’re haunted by the fact 

that the moment they turn thirteen, their abilities will disappear—

along with any memory that they ever had them. Is a memory-

stealing supervillain sapping their powers? 

 

The answers lie in a long-ago meteor strike, a World War II–era 

comic book (Fantastic Futures, starring the first superhero, Johnny 

Noble), the green-flamed Witch Fire, a hidden Shroud cave, and—

possibly, unbelievably—“powerless” regular-kid Daniel himself. 

  


